INTRODUCTION

labourer afterwards. Casado was educated at a village
school in which one wretched schoolmaster, "with more
goodwill than learning," taught three hundred children.
But in securing even that much education the boy was
lucky, for at the end of the last century a vast proportion
of the Spanish peasantry had no opportunity to learn to
read or write.

Casado's parents sacrificed everything to give him a
career, and at the age of fourteen he entered the Military
College to become a cavalry officer. At seventeen he
became a lieutenant, and at twenty-four a captain. He
served in Africa in the Cavalry and Air Force, and also
on the General Staff.

He was from the first a convinced Republican. That
word is perhaps the only one that can be used to describe
his sympathies and ideals from boyhood till the moment
in which he found himself at the head of the only authori-
tative body in Government Spain, and until now. Under
Primo de Rivera his Republicanism was openly declared,
and as a military lawyer he defended every possible
republican victim of the dictatorship who was brought
before military tribunals. He did this so vigorously that
he himself was sent to prison no less than eight times for
protests too vigorous or defences too violent during those
oppressive years. He was never a politician, and had no
use for bureaucracy or political theory. He wanted a
republican constitution to be formed and then respected.
And he fought consistently before and during the war for
the under-dog, a kind of struggle which has always had